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The reason for the pelican
Is difficult to see;

His beak is clearly larger
Than there’s any need to be.

It’s not to bail a boat with—

He doesn’t own a boat.

Yet everywhere he takes himself
He has that beak to tote.

[t’s not to keep his wife in—

- His wife has got one, too.

[t’s not a scoop for eating soup.
[t's not an extra shoe.

It isn’t quite for anything,
And yet you realize

It’s really quite a splendid beak
In quite a splendid size.




STO RYWOTI(S _ Rhyme Scheme

"The Reason for the Pelican”
September 2015

Name: Date:

Reason and Rhyme

Rhymes in a poem often follow a repeating pattern. This pattern is called the rhyme scheme. In
this activity, you'll look for the rhyme scheme in “The Reason for the Pelican.”

Directions: Answer the questions below to help you find the thyme scheme of “The Reason for the Pelican.”

1. “The Reason for the Pelican” has one set of thyming words in each stanza (group of lines). What are they?

Stanza 1: and
Stanza 2: and
Stanza 3: and
Stanza 4: and

2. In each stanza, which lines rhyme?

P2

See whila g
3. The rhyme scheme &f a poem is labeled with letters. Follow these steps to find the rhyme scheme of “The~
"Reaso_n‘ for the Pelican.” -

' Loolg.ét‘“thg first stanza and read the first line. The first line is always labeled “A.” Write “A” next to the

first line.

—

# Read the second line. Ijaés..ig_ rhyme with the first line? No. Write “B” next to it to show that it ends in

e

a different sound. N

S~
#* Read the third line. Does it rhi/fﬁe with tffé“fi-rshl;“or second line? ____ What letter do you think
you should write next to the third line? e
“-\\\-
# Read the fourth line. Which line does it thyme with? e Write the letter of
_t_hat'lr'i'ne next to the fourth line. ™

-

//ﬁow look at the letters you have written next to lines 1 through 4. Copy them in&der.bere:
.,

e g

~
You have found the thyme scheme of the poem! Look at the next three stanzas. Do they follow thesak\

rhyme scheme?
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